H
-
h
SOME MAJOR
LINGUISTIC CONCEPTs
e ——————————
SYNCHRONY AND DIACHRONY

is the study of a language in a givy,

tme, dinchrony through _time. Synchronic
descriptive linguistics studies a language at one periy
in time; it investigates the way people speak in a give,
h community in a given point in time. Diachronic

or historical (or temporal) linguistics studies the
development of languages through time: for example, the
way in which French and Italian have evolved from
Latin; it also investigates language changes. Saussure
says: "Synchronic linguistics will be concerned with the
Iog_'icgl and psychological relations that bind together co-
existing terms and form a system in the collective mind
of speakers. Diachronic linguistics on the contrary, will
study relations that bind together successive terms not
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time does not exist in so far as the speaker i~ concerned.
He is confronted with a state. That is why *he linguist
who wishes to understand a state must discard all

knowledge of everything that produced it and ignore
diachrony.”

The difference between descriptive (synchronic) and
historical (diachronic) linguistics can be illustrated by the
following diagram of Ferdinand de Saussure, who was
the first person to stress the necessity of distinguishing
between the two a,proaches:

In the diagram, axis AB is the synchronic, static
axis. It can intersect at any point with XY, the moving,
diachronic axis.

(Figure

LANGUE AND PAROLE

gﬂon erdinand de Saussure made a sharp distinction

n three main te langage, la langue, and

8 , and then co ated on two of them. He

envisaged le langage (human speech as a whole) to be

composed of two aspects, which he called langue (the
language system) and parole (the act of speaking).

Le langage has no exact equivalent in English, it

embraces the faculty of language in all its' various forms
and manifestations.

| Le langage is the faculty of human speech present
in all normal human beings due to heredity, but which
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ws s whole it is MeYTlianeously—physical
straddling seversl 8r° . .1_—it belongs to th,

Dhysiological and PSYChOIOETEC hot put it into an,

is a storehouse, ‘the sum of word-images in the minds of
individuals. It is not to be confused ml:h human speech
(langage) of which it is only s definite part, though
certainly an essential one. ‘It is both a social product of
the faculty of speech and a colhccuon of necessary
conventions that have been adopted by a social body to
permit individuals to exercise that faculty. Langue,
therefore, is a corporate, social phenomenon. It is

homogeneous whereas langage is heterogenous. It is
concrete and we can study it. It is a system of linguistic
mm are not abstract but real entities, tangible to

to conventional, written symbols. Putting it

loosely langue is grammar 4 an|
system of a community. r,:m 'I:;"Y + pronunciation,

_ jelmslev, langue
as u-:)by ::m includes three d:l‘l!:lnnt ::nu:t':

)  the Physical manifestationa);
defined ' . "°™ (the materia] form

©  the 1o of particulay ) Zation but
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Ultimately, langue has to be _rglated to parole
which is the actual usage of individuals, which a
.+ manifests in its everyday speech, the actual,
concrete act of speaking on the part of an in_dividull, the
controlled or controllable psycho-physical activity. Parole
is the set of all utterances that have actually been
produced, while langue is the set of all possible
tical sentences in the language. From this it

particular situation as opposed to langue which, exists
apart from any particular manifestation in speech’’

Parole is the only object available for direct
observation to the linguist. Utterances are instances of
parole. The underlying structure in terms of which we
produce them as speakers and understand them as
hearers is the langue in question (Persian, Chinese, etc.)
and is independent of the physical medium (or
substance) in which it is realized. A langue, on the
other hand, is not spoken by anybody, but is a composite
body of linguistic phenomena derived as it were from the
personal dialects (paroles) of all native speakers.

COMPETENCE AND PERFORMANCE

Noam phmuhy'l concept of competence and
performance is some what similar to Saussure’s concept
of language and parole. Competence, according to
Chomsky, is the native speaker's knowledge of his
language, the system of rules he has mastered, his ability
to produce and understand a vast number of new
sentences. Competence is the study of the system of
rules, performance is the study of actual senteneces
themselves, of the actual use of the language in real-life
situation. So thl; speaker’s knowledge of the structure of
llfngungeml_lms.hnglulﬁcmpuhmmdthe“ in
which he uses it is his linguistic performance Y
. Competence is, then, an underlying me system
it underlies actual behaviour, lin;uilt:!::!:ntit::::n ability
to analyse language, detecting ambiguities, i iny
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:':ntur -:;' ni:duumd an infinite number of potential
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distinction has caused a lot of arguments in
cunm'r:zy linguistics. Some socio-linguists regard it as
an unreal distinction which ignores the importance of
studying langusge in its social setting. They say _thnt
many of todsy's grammars are based on unjustified
assumptions concerning a speaker’s competence rather on
his performance. But the division is a useful one, if not
carried to extremes. In an ideal situation, the two
approsches should complement each other. Any

statements concerning a speaker’s co st
ultimstely be derived from data coll mpetence m

his performance. ected while studying

Although Ch
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COMPARATIVE HISTORICAL LINGUISTICS

Comparative Historical Linguistics is the diachronic
study of languages based on comparison between two or
more languages. Descriptive linguistics studies the
characteristics of | systems or dialects
points in their histories, while historical and comparative
linguistics describes changes in language systems over
periods of time and considers the familial and
genealogical relatianships of languages. Adopting a
historical approach to the study of language, it traces the

evolution of lan and, by comparing one with
another, establishes relationships between them.

The historical linguist, therefore, is the
paleontologist of language. From a few surviving clues,
and the extrapolation of the principles of historical
linguistics, he attempts to reconstruct languages that
have now disappeared. He also divides languages into
families based on phonological and morphological
resemblances. But the transformational generative
approach to change says that it is not
languages that change, but rather grammars. Generative
linguists have been slow to take up significant work in
historical linguistics, and the literature on the subject to
date is rather limited.

at given

THE PURPOSE OF COMPARATIVE
HISTORICAL LINGUISTICS
The purpose of comparative historical linguistics

"has been summed up by Ferdinand de Saussure under
two headings:

(1) To describe and trace the history of all
observable languages, which

: amounts to tracing the
history of families of languages .

and reconstructi f;
as possible the mother languages of 31; l'mnil;r'fg e

(2) To determine the forces that are permanently
universally at work

in all languages, and to deduce
the general laws to which all E;:ciﬁc histoncal
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Linguists compare languages for several reasons.
e.g. to note their dissimilarities; to form a typology
—the classificatian of languages into different types; to
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APPLIED LINGUISTICS

lied Linguistics is the collective term for the
various applications of linguistic (and phonetic)
scholarship to related practical !ields—l'mn language
seaching, lexicography, trnnllahon,_'pee_dl pathology and
therapy, error analysis, etc. Applied linguistics in the
widest sense, therefore, borders on other disciplines, e g.
anthropology, psychology, biology,
mpuhtional linguistics, ltyliﬂ_:icl. etc. The s
therapist, the literary critic, the translator,
communication engineer, the language teacher, the
syllabus , educational planner, the-mtbook
writer, the dictionary maker have found linguistics useful

for their work. Applied Linguistics is a consumer, or user,
not a producer of theories. As a field of study it is about

30 years old.

If a person knows a language and its structure, it
may help him write better text-books teach it more
efficiently and translate it more accurately. If a learner
who wants to learn a language is told about its systems
and sounds scientifically he may learn it sooner and
better than he would do it by haphazard, hit-or-miss
manner. A learner of a foreign language can acquire with
the help of phonetics accurate pronunciation.

Psychologists and neuro-surgeons are interested in
the function of the brain and the principle of learning. A
child’s attempt to learn a language, his ability to
categorize, his loss of control over his linguistic skill
(reading, writing, speaking and listening with
understanding), his conceptual capabilities and
failures—all aid the specialist in his field. Engineers
who know the properties of speech can devise better
telephones, telephones that can operate when you dictate
rather than dial the number of subscriber. Instead of
touch-typewriter we can have dictation typewriter, and
machine can do the translation work done by hm:'n.lns
We can have better radios and better television receivers.

It is believed that each man’s voice-print i ?
as his thumb-impression. It may be uﬁﬂr“ﬁ'
the law to apprehend criminals and bring them before
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Above all, the study of language satisfies ow
intellectual urge, and we derive satisfaction and pleasure
when we come to know about the mysteries of language.
Finally the rhetorical question : ‘why should anyone wan!
to study the work of Shakespeare, Picasso and so on?

mm is ‘for its own sake’. And so with langusgt
,.

thirst, givm;l lthe knowl :;Eulltlcs quenches li'nglllﬂ
m,'lﬂlﬂ ’ .
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in developing n:'of:?me international languag®
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life on any other planet. The study of linguistics is also
aseful in the information of scripts and spellings,

ion of teaching materials, dictionaries, grammars

and text books.

TYPICAL QUESTIONS

1.  Esplain the dicholomy between.
(a) Synchrony and Diachrony.

() Langue and Parole.
(c¢) Competence and Performance.

2. Comment on linguistic analysis and nalive
speaker’s intuilion.

3. ‘Language is form, nol substance.” Discuss
giving examples from English.

4. Alinguist is concerned primarily with Form or
Structure and only casually with the meaning.
Discmss.

5. What is ‘applied linguistics’?

6 What are the major applicalions of linguistics?
Or
Discuss briefly the utility of linguistics.
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